STATISTICS
We may hope that the gap in our education here evidenced will not be suffered to remain. For to-day, despite a lingering mistrust, the tendency is to rely more and more on the results of statistical enquiry--perhaps to place undue reliance on them. The public is being supplied o•n an increasing scale with so-called "fundamental statistics", whose origin is often left in doubt by the business organizations which produce them. The result is a good deal of misunderstanding and miscalculation which, however, bears witness to growing interest in the subject. As the war taught us all the supreme importance of organized effort, We may hope some day to find ourselves tracing at the same time not only the changes in migratio,n and employment, not only variations in exports and imports of merchandise, but also the movement of capital from Great Britain to the Dominions and India, and alterations of wages in all parts of the Empire. If the time comes when all these developments can simultaneously be reviewed, we shall be protected as we have never been before against the suffering which is caused by unhealthy develo,pment in any part of the Empire. There will then be no excuse for such a blind over-investment in railway development as has produced our tremendous railway problem of to-day. There will be less opportunity for a congestion of the labour market through overimmigration, such as occurred with disastrous consequences in 1913-1914. Our limited supplies of loanable capital will be directed more wisely wherever an untilled need for capital exists, and the restless population of the British Isles will be helped to When the process is complete, which we have only seen in its beginning, the result will be such as to strike at least the trained imagination. Even now, the census is taken simultaneously in all parts of the Empire. Its results are summarized for the Mother Country and the Dominions, the Indian Empire and all the British dependencies, in an appendix to the Census of England and Wales. That appendix resembles a h,alf-completed building--an observer sees first of all, its great deficiencies. But in time to come it will no longer be an appendix. What was but part of a local publication will in time become the whole, to which the census 0'f England and Wales itself contributes. In it the scattered family of nations to which we belong will find an inventory of their common treasure-house. It will remain as it is, a collection of statistics and no more. But those will prize it for whom it has a meaning: and as education spreads their number will increase. We may suppose that some of them will find it the most illuminating of contemporary documents.
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